


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Founder Charles “Charlie” R. Vint was born in Sarnia, 
Ontario, in 1887, the youngest of five children. In 1892, 
after his mother was widowed, the family moved to 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, w here she had the comfort and 
support of other family members. Money was tight.  
To help, young Charlie began his entrepreneurial life  
shining shoes; selling newspapers; and touring the 
neighbourhood with a box cameral, taking baby  
pictures, and printing, mounting and selling them  
to parents. He also learned to play the piano, so that 
he could accompany the new silent movies, when they 
came to town.  At age sixteen, Charile began working 
for the Palmolive Company, as an office boy.

In 1911, Charlie met and married Laura Eggert.   
Laura was a lifelong Christian Scientist, and she began 
to interest her new husband in these teachings.   
Meanwhile, Charlie was rapidly moving up the corporate 
ladder.  In 1913, he learned the company wanted to  
establish a Canadian factory in Windsor, Ontario.   
As the man in charge of the distribution and shipping 
department, he suggested Toronto would be a better 

location. Not only was the factory 
built in Toronto, but Charlie, 

being a Canadian citizen, 
was assigned to manage it.  
Still the boss forty-one years 
later; Mr. Vint retired as 
President and Managing 
Director of Colgate-Palmo-
live Limited.  In Toronto, 
Charlie helped Laura raise 
their two daughters. He 

attended to the business of 
Colgate; sat on the Board of 

Directors of other 

corporations and organizations, such as the Association of 
Canadian Advertisers; co-founded the Bureau of Broadcast 
Management; was a member of the Masonic Order, and 
a member of the Kiwanis Club.  Above all, Mr. Vint was a 
devoted Christian Scientist. The family was a member of 
the First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Toronto.  This city, 
and life in general, had been good to Charlie. “I felt I should 
do something in return,” he said.  So, in gratitude for what 
Christian Science meant to him, in 1965 Mr. Vint created a 
non-profit, charitable, and private foundation call the C.R. 
Vint Foundation.

MISSION
To receive and maintain funds, and to apply all or part 
thereof for religious, charitable, or educational purposes 
of the Church of Christ, Scientist, its members and as-
sociated organizations, within the Province of Ontario.

HOW THE FOUNDATION CAN HELP YOU
Grant funding is provided through the interest earned 
on investments. All applications are reviewed by the 
Foundation’s “Grant Assessment Committee”.

The Foundation has assisted individual Christian Sci-
entists (those affiliated with a Christian Science facility, 
charity, or organization, in the Province of Ontario), for 
a variety of financial needs.  It has provided for but is 
not limited to:

•	 Retirement and nursing facilities: rental subsidies; 	
	 building maintenance and structure; equipment 		
	 needs
•	 Practitioner/client fee subsidies
•	 Christian Science nursing care, rest and study: fees 
•	 Christian Science nurses’ training and education

•	 Christian Science youth and family camps
•	 Branch churches 
•	 Reading Rooms: equipment; inventory; advertising 	
	 and promotion
•	 Christian Science lectures: fees; equipment
•	 Christian Science youth summits
•	 Scholarships to institutions of higher learning
•	 Continuing education: conferences; symposiums; 	
	 seminars
•	 Research projects
•	 Christian Science media, broadcasting, publications, 	
	 marketing, public relations, and awareness programs
•	 Committee on Publication: regional representative  
	 office; sales and marketing

www.crvintfoundation.ca
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